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him to withdraw, But, after the fall of Maastricht, the
Prince took up Anjou in earnest, and pressed on the
alliance with singular force and pertinacity, in spite of
the warnings of his brother and the German chiefs, and
the dogged aversion of Hollanders and Oalvinists to a
Frenchman and a Valois. As John put it, non smit
facienda mala, ut e-veniant bona.

Beating down all opposition, the Prince effected the
Treaty of Plessis-les-Tours, ratified at Bordeaux (De-
cember 1580), whereby Anjou, effectively "nmzded,"
was to receive the sovereignty of the Netherlands in
return for military aid. In the following year he
brought an army from France and had some success.
Eeturning from his grotesque suit to Elizabeth, who
thrust Mm on the States with cynical recommenda-
tion as wig aultre soy mesmes, Anjou was solemnly
installed at Antwerp as Duke of Brabant (February
1582). The Prince, however, remained the real sove-
reign. By a private arrangement, Anjou understood
that Holland and Zeeland would accord him nothing
but a nominal acceptance. And now again they for-
mally offered the Prince the titular Countship of
Holland, which at last William accepted (August 1582),
To this act he attached no great importance. It
pacified the irritation of the Calvinists, but it was a
fresh bar to any hopes of a United Netherlands. Ho
little saw that it was destined to be the root of a
dynasty which has grown and flourished for three
centuries.

The restless, greedy, insolent Valois now complained
bitterly of Ms treatment. He demanded a civil list of
350,000 florins and the authority of a king. Elizabeth